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History and Lecation

While now principally ccoupied by commercial and menufactur-
ing buildings, the district in whioh these houses ars located was
formerly considered one of the most beautiful sites along the Hud«
son; it was then known as "Richmond Hill". Here, at what is now
Charlton and.Varick Streets, stood "™a wooden bullding of maselve
architecturs with a lofty portioco supported by Ionie columns, the
front walls decorated with pilasters of the same ordeﬂénd its whole
appearanoes distinguished by a Palledian character of rich, thouga
sober ornament. The interior was spgciously designed with restful
amplitude sbout everything which was a feature of most true (olonial
houses"”, ("Greenwioh Village" - Anna C. Chapin.) This house was
built in 1765 by Major Mortier, & commissary of the English army,
who named Richmond Hill after the English placa of the same name.
It was ussd as Weshington's haadquarters in 1776,and in 1789 Vice-
President John Adams came to live there. In 1797 Aaaron Burr ac-
gquired the propsrty snd lived there until 1804, The property was .. ..
deeded to John Jacob Astor in 1804 and he sold plots #14 and #15
{48 and 50 King Straat) to Samuel Martin and John Gridley, respective-
ly, in 1887, There is no record of the actual date of the erection
of the two houses being considered but there ig every likelihood
that they data not later than 1830.

Among those who ¢wned the propert}es after that date were

Joshua Brush, Conklin Martin, Clara Schuyler, iim. S. Coffin, F.H.
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Clark, end the present owner, J. B. Consiglia.

The Building

Exterior ~ The two houses form a single thrse siory snd base-
msnﬁ unit, divided at ths sidswslk level by the 0ld carriesge drive-
way. {n gither side are the entrance steps and doorﬁays to the
respective houses, ﬁha most attractivé gxterior features., The iron
fence, poats and rails are elso interesting and typicel of the city
houses built in this district st that time. The wood doorways ars
recsssed, with 8 Dorie ordsr, rusticated wood courses and leaded
glaes trensoms; they ere charming both in scale end detail. The
sams doorway trsatment was rspeetedly ussd in this distriect. The
walls ave of rsd brick with stons sills end lintels end e metal cor-
nice., The brass door pulls and knockers ars sxceptionally good.

¥hile there is no direet svidence, it is very probeble that
the third floor was originslly contained undsr a sloping roof with
dormers, as indicated by adjoining houses esnd others in the neigh-
borhood.

In ths rear there is still evidence of ths ¢ld drivewsy which
oame bstween the houses to the baék yvard whers the stablss must have
been located., Thers are aleo on eithsr side of the yard old shsds,
probgbly ussd for etoregs or as 100l housss.

Interior - The interior has besn scomewhet altersd, or adapted,
for its use as small apartmsnts, & change which is constantly bsing
made in such houses, principelly by the msrs addition of extra baths
and kitchsnettse. While there is no outstanding feature, the hall

archway, the simple stair detail, some of the 0ld wood mantels and the

originsl door trims are intersetimg in design and in detai].
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The stair is located st the back of the long hall, and & rear

poreh in the yard leads from this hell.

The houses ars in falr condition.
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